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Date: 21st June 2023
Strong north-easterly winds lead to an unprecedented number of Asian hornets being captured this spring

During April-June 2023, unprecedented numbers of queen Asian hornets have been captured as part of the annual “Spring Queening”, island wide trapping programme.

Up to the third week in June a total of 35 Asian Hornet queens have been captured in Guernsey with 17 found inside people’s homes, 15 caught in traps and 3 removed in primary nests. One of the primary nests was on a garage entrance while the other two were inside bird nest boxes. 
Asian hornets have been located and dealt with in all the island parishes except two – see table:
	Parish
	Number of queens captured
	Primary nest removed

	Vale
	5
	1

	St Sampson’s
	4
	

	Castel
	6
	

	St Andrews 
	3
	

	St Martins
	6
	1

	St Peter Port
	6
	1

	Forest
	0
	

	St Peters
	1
	

	St Saviours
	0
	

	Torteval
	4
	

	Total:
	35
	3


It is believed that the persistent north-easterly winds in May/June may have resulted in exceptional numbers of these invasive non-native insects finding their way to the Channel Islands from France this year as hornet numbers have also been exceptionally high on Alderney (54 queens) and Sark (24 queens).
The ‘Spring Queening’ programme is part of the wider Asian Hornet Strategy work, which aims to prevent these invasive predators from establishing on our island. This will greatly reduce the impact on our native pollinating insects and minimise the likelihood of people accidentally disturbing a nest. Catching queens in the spring significantly reduces the chances of them successfully raising large colonies of worker hornets that are much more difficult to find and deal with in the autumn. 
Close observation and examination of the three primary nests revealed that the first generations of worker hornets were already flying by mid-June. At this stage in the season all the traps are taken down as queens are no longer leaving the nests. From now on nest building and hunting duties are taken over by to the new worker hornets. 
With ‘Spring Queening’ officially ending on June 10th, the Asian Hornet Team will actively promote the next phase of the control programme which is the “Track don’t Trample” campaign. The important message from now until the end of the autumn is please DON’T kill any hornets. If you find one, it will be a worker hornet so take a picture and observe the direction it flies in. The team can then use this information to locate more worker hornets and track them back to the nest. 

Francis Russell - (Asian Hornet Strategy coordinator)
Contact email:    asianhornet@gov.gg     Tel:    07839 197082    or    01481 223110
Notes 
· Spring queening is an annual programme endorsed by the Committee for the Environment & Infrastructure in 2018 and implemented by Agriculture, Countryside & Land Management Services (ACLMS). 
· The first recorded sighting of an Asian hornet in Guernsey was in March 2017. Over the last five years the number of Asian hornet nests found in Guernsey has remained low, with an average of eight queens captured each spring and two large secondary nests located and destroyed each year.

· While an individual Asian hornet sting is not considered to be much worse that than of a bee or wasp, hornets are very defensive and will aggressively protect their nest if it is disturbed. 
See photos below
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A primary nest found at Bunker Hill, May 22nd 
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Queen Asian hornets captured this spring.     
 Photo credits:  Guernsey Asian Hornet Team
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The Asian hornet
measures somewhere
between 17 and 32mm.

ASIAN HORNETS ARE IN GUERNSEY -l
AND WE NEED YOUR HELP TO FIND THEM. W, e

2 broad orange stripe on

the abdomen and one yellow
v band on the irst segment.

Email - asianhornet@gov.gg Website - gov.gg/asianhornet Phone - 07839 197082




